“What You Don’t Know You Don’t Know”
Thoughts by lmmediate Past President Kelly 1. Andersen

Just before Christmas I drove to the U.S, Manne Corps base at -
Twenty-nine Palms, California, to meet my son. Together we would make
the 15 hour drive back to Medford, towing a truck he no longer needs while .-
- serving in the Marines. I arrived the night before his “leave” was to begin, so
* that I would be ready precisely at noon the next day to begin our drive home.

I had brought with'me a banker’s box and two small bricfeases filled with legal ma-

terials I bad not had the time to read over the past year. 1 thought that between my early arrival _,

the night before and noon the next day, I would be able to complete some neglegted reading, or
" at least'make.-a sizeable dent. I rose carly and read like a fiend. Somé of thé materials I conld .

quickly gloss over, noticing mainly the titles of articles and the bullet points. Other materials T
" read ‘with intense interest and care. Though 1 only made my way through perhaps a tenth-of the

reading I needed to do, I had ganed very valuable information. 1learned ihings | wished 1 had

known earlier. [ discovered knowledge that would be critical in pending cases. I felt grateful
that my neglect to read had not resulted in malpractice though in a few instances [ felt | had .
narrowly missed. :

It is one thmg not to lmow something, and to know that we don’t know it. That teads '

to questlons and to research. With réasonable diligence we can usually find the answer; or at
the very least know there is an 1ssue The scary thmg—and a much, much more dangerous -
condition—is notto know that we don’t know. That is the condition of the new attorney who

. files a lawsuit just before the statute of limitations, and then bhssfu]ly continues trying to nego- '
tiate a settlement, unaware that the statute of limitations also requires that ihe lawsuit be served

within 60 days of filing: Knowledge of the service requirement is well known to all atiorneys
with any litigation experience, bul to many new attomeys the service lequuement 154 complete
unknown

The universe of things we “don’t know we don’t know” is vast, even limitless. One
of the many purposes ‘of reading advance sheets, section newsletiers, and professional associa- .
tion publications is not only to increase ouf knowledge of what we know, but just as impor=
tantly to increase our awareness ‘of what we don’t know. By continuous reading we may .
acquire missing links of necessary kriowlcdge and stay somewhat current. But the body of
reading material is so vast and the time to consume it so enormous, that even a diligent attomcy

. cannot keep up w1th itall.

Over a qum’tcr ofa centmy or pracncmg law, 1 have come to believe more than ever
in the value of Contiriving Legal Education seminars. I used to begrudge the 12 hours per year
the Bar requited, and I tended to do scramble for 36 hours at the end of the three year reporling
period. As I have prown older—and T hope a little wiser—I now average about 36 hours per
year, I have found that the time spent attending legal education seminars is well worth the cost.
In more than a few instances, just one thing I have learned al a CLE has made enough differ-
ence in just one case to pay for the entire CLE. As1 fisten, read, and learn at legal conferences,
I also fee] inspired to be a better altorney I have also come to more fully appreciate the friend-
ships formed with other attorncys

The Southern Oregon Bar Assomatlon offers one of the best CLE conferences avail-
able anywhere, anytime. ‘The Running Y Resort near Klamath Falls is peaceful and scernic ang
. close. "["he'program aims to bring knowledge to all attomeys, civil and criminal, prosecution-
and defense. Come learn about the differences between state and federal civil procedures and
evidence codes. Learn how recent changes in the bankruptey code can affect not only bank-
ruptcy attorneys, but civil attorneys who find they are brushing against it almost against their
will when a civit defendant files banksuptcy:during a pending civil case. Learn the latest devel-
opments in defending criminal cases in federal court, and learn of the constitutional strains of
balancing civil rights against security, and of prosecuting terrorists and eco-terrorists
while trying to preserve privacy. In addition to increasing our knowledge of “what we
don’t know” the three day seminar at the Running Y also brings federal judges and
* _attorneys into congenial contact in dining together while also solving a “murder-mys-
tery. ” It also features wine tasting and samples from micro breweries, as well as golf
" and even lessons in fly fishing. - - The cost is very reasonable. The time together”

will be memorable,-and who koows but what something learned at the conference will -

pay for the whole experience in just one case.

Rentember, “It’s what you don’t know you don ’t know that hurts you.”
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Come and Enjoy a taste from a selection
of spectacular wines from the fast
emerging wine regions of the Rogue,
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Oregon
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